ENGLISH   SCHOOL

for the naturalistic beauty of Flatford Mill (No. 1273),
by JOHN CONSTABLE (1776-1837), in which the
oppressive calm of an afternoon in summer is suggested
with an incomparable sensibility.

Hardly less refreshing than the *MilP is Constable's
little painting labelled Sea (No* 2656), a lovely, tran-
quil sketch made at Brighton on a Sunday in January,
1826, cfrom 12 till 2 p.m.5.

Constable is represented in the National Gallery by
many famous works, most of which are exhibited in
Room XXII.

ROOM   XXIII

The chief attraction of this small room is the series of
Turner Water-colours, bequeathed to the Nation by
the artist and exhibited, in varied rotation, throughout
the year.

The room also contains a miscellany of English pic-
tures of the eighteenth century*, among which one may
note, especially, the little Rustic Children (No. 311),
by GAINSBOROUGH, a sketch for a larger picture once
in the Carnarvon Collection; the portrait of Mrs,
Trotter (No. 2943), by ROMNEY; the Portrait of his
Wife (No. 2655), by CONSTABLE, one of the landscape
painter's rare excursions into portraiture undertaken
purely for mercenary purposes; and the well-known
Windy Day (No. 2666), by DAVID Cox (1783-1859),
in which an old woman and her dog are most realistic-
ally trying to cross the common in the teeth of a
blustering gale,

Perhaps more interesting than any of these pictures is
the set of Drawings by the nineteenth-century artist,